
 Communication and Language 
 

Using photographs from memorable experience (walking around local 

area looking at autumn environment).  Talking about different 

seasons and looking at the changes in the leaves, trees, etc. (CSL:  

Remember our experience p.8) 

 

 

 

Read ‘Stickman’ and talk about shapes and sizes of the leaves as well 

as the differences between the seasons (CSL:  Autumn’s here,p.8) 

 
  

Physical Development 

 

Tasting and smelling different seasonal 

fruits and vegetables(CSL;  Harvest fruit 

and vegetables, p.10) 

 

Discovering pumpkins by 

feeling their weight and 

scooping out the pips and 

hammering tees into the 

pumpkin, mixing the 

pumpkin flesh into bowls (CSL:  Smashing 

pumpkins, p.10) 

 

 

Using a variety of 

tools to pick up 

leaves 

outside(dustpan 

and brush, rake, 

wheelbarrow, 

buckets, etc) (CSL:  Out and about,p.10) 
     
 
 

 

  

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 

 

 

Circle times focusing on value of the 

month. 

  

Getting to know my friends and teachers. 

 

Settling in routines:  Spend time with key 

people and explore different areas of the 

classroom 

 

Focus on tidy up times and looking 

after/taking care of toys and each other. 

 

Hygiene routine:  washing hands, using a 

tissue, telling an adult when they need the 

toilet or help with something. 

 
 

                 
                  

Literacy 

 

Reading books: 

Leaf man by Lois Ehlert 

 

 

 

Guess how much I love you in the Autumn by 

Sam McBratney 

 

 

Stanley’s Stick by Neal  

Layton  

 

 

Talk for writing book:  That’s Not My Hedgehog by Fiona 

Watt   
 

 

Values: 

 

September: Resilience  

October:     Responsibility  

 

Festivals and Celebrations:   

Islamic New Year 

Equinox 

Remembrance Sunday 
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Medium Term Planner 
 

Why do leaves go crispy? 
 

This planning supports the ‘Develop’ cycle of Cornerstones Curriculum that stretches the 

children’s knowledge  

Should be read/used with Cornerstone imaginative learning 

project: 

 

Why do leaves go crispy? 

 (Nursery) 

Mathematical Development 

 
Collecting sticks and ordering them by size/length and 

measuring them using multilink cubes (CSL: Measuring 

maths, p.8) 

 

 

Understanding of the world 

Videos from cbeebies about autumn 

Reading Leafman and observing and discovering 

different textures, colours and smells of autumn 

objects (CSL:  Leaf man,p.8) 

Collect conkers and describing their texture and 

shape as well as where they come from (CSL;  Conkers bonkers,p.9) 

Display leaves in different 

environments(fridge, sun, under a stone, 

etc) and children observe their changes 

(CSL:  why do leaves go crispy, p.9) 

 

           

 
 

Expressive Art and Design 

Listening to and dancing to                    

Cauliflowers fluffy and cabbages green 

Harvest samba 

Cbeebies autumn song 2009 

 

Observing different leaves, looking at their 

textures, colour and shape.  Children create their own leaf using a 

variety of paint and materials (CSL:  Autumn art, p.9). 

 

Printing with different types of fruit and vegetables as well as 

making observational drawings (CSL:  Harvest fruits and vegetables, 

p.10) 

 

Making instruments using seasonal objects e.g. sunflower seeds in a 

cardboard box, conkers in a bottle, etc (CSL:  Tell a musical story, p.10) 
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