
New Monument and Broadmere- RE Curriculum Progression Map 

 R.E. Progression Map EYFS 
 Personal, social and emotional development 

• Understand that they can expect others to treat their needs, views, cultures and beliefs with respect. 

• Work as part of a group, taking turns and sharing fairly, understanding that groups of people, including adults and children, need agreed values and codes 
of behaviour to work together harmoniously. 

• Talk about their own and others’ behaviour and its consequences and know that some behaviour is unacceptable. 

• Think and talk about issues of right and wrong and why these questions matter 

• Respond to significant experiences showing a range of feelings when appropriate 

• Have a developing awareness of their own needs, views and feelings and are sensitive to those of others 

• Have a developing respect for their own cultures and beliefs, and those of other people   

• Show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form positive relationships 

Communication and language 

• Children listen with enjoyment to stories, songs and poems from different sources and traditions and respond with relevant comments, questions or 
actions   

• Use talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events  

• Answer ‘who’, ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences in response to stories, experiences or events from different sources  

• Talk about how they and others show feelings  

• Develop their own narratives in relation to stories they hear from different traditions  

Understanding the world: 

• Children talk about similarities and differences between themselves and others, among families, communities and traditions 

• Begin to know about their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people 

• Explore, observe and find out about places and objects that matter in different cultures and beliefs 

Literacy: 

• Children are given access to a wide range of books, poems and other written materials to ignite their interest  

Expressive arts and design:  

• Children use their imagination in art, music, dance, imaginative play, and role-play and stories to represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings 

• Respond in a variety of ways to what they see, hear, smell, touch and taste   
 

 KEY QUESTIONS 

There are 6 key questions that are compulsory for all Foundation Stage pupils. These are designed to connect RE with the rest of the EYFS curriculum and build 
children’s understanding of the three core concepts of specialness, celebration and belonging. Key questions may feature more than one concept. 



 

 

 

The questions are: 

Who am I, and where do I belong? 
Why do we have celebrations? 

What makes a place special? 

What makes something special? 

What can we learn from stories? 
What makes our world wonderful? 

 

Specialness 

• ourselves as special and unique and other people as also special and unique 

• people who are special to us e.g. family, friends, teachers 

• special ‘religious’ people e.g. Jesus as a special person for Christians 

• special places, special times, special objects, special books / stories – specifically the Bible as the special 

• book for Christians, containing stories about Jesus 

• the natural world as a place of wonder & something that should be looked after; the world as something 

• that religious people believe God created 

Celebration 

• personal celebrations such as birthdays, weddings, baptisms 

• ‘welcoming’ celebrations e.g. starting at school; new baby 

• festivals celebrated at school: Harvest, Christmas & Easter 

• festivals & celebrations that might be important for children in your class e.g. Eid-ul-Fitr, Divali, Sukkot, Hanukkah, Naw-Ruz, Guru Nanak’s birthday etc. 

as appropriate) 

• celebrating as a way of expressing ‘belonging’ 

Belonging 

• belonging in a class and home family 

• belonging in a school community (and, if part of a church school, the wider church ‘family’) 

• the Church as the place where the Christian ‘family’ meets and ‘belongs’ together 

• other places of belonging such as mosque, synagogue etc. as appropriate 

• ways of welcoming e.g. to a new school, a new baby etc. 

• recognising where people belong e.g. by clothing, special objects etc. 

 



Curriculum Outline for KS1 
Term Year One Hours Year Two Hours 

Autumn 

 
Is the world a fair place? (ASU)  

 
What do Christians believe God is like?  

 
Why is Christmas important to Christians? 

 
4-5 

 
5-6 

 
2-3 

 
Why is the Bible an important book for Christians? 
 

Is prayer important to everyone? 
 

What does the Christmas story tell Christians 
about Jesus? 

 
5-6 

 
3-4 

 
2-3 

 

Spring 

 
Who is Jesus?  

 
Why did Jesus tell parables?  

 
What do eggs have to do with Easter? 

 
5-6 

 
4-5 

 
2-3 

 
Why is ‘Church’ important to Christians?  

 
Why do Christians call Jesus ‘Saviour’?  

 
Why is Easter important to Christians? 

 
5-6 

 
4-5 

 
2-3 

Summer 

 
What is the Torah, and why is it important to 

Jews? 
 

Why do Jewish families celebrate Shabbat? 
 

Why should we look after our world? 
 

 
5-6 

 
 

5-6 
 

3-4 

 
Who is Allah, and how do Muslims worship him? 

 
 

What is important to Muslim families? 
 

What are your big questions? (ASU) 

 
5-6 

 
 

5-6 
 

4-6 
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CHRISTIANITY 
What do Christians believe God is like? 

• people sometimes use pictures to convey meaning.  

• there are many different images of God contained within the Bible.  

• these images help to answer the question ‘What is God like?’  

• Christian beliefs about God are connected with these images.  

• Christians believe that God loves them, and all people.  

• to express their own thoughts and ideas about what God might be like 
Christmas: Why is Christmas important to Christians?  

• Christmas is linked to the account of the birth of Jesus  

• the key people and events in the birth stories (Nativity)  

• this story is the focus of the celebration for Christians  

• Christians believe Jesus is the Son of God 
Who is Jesus? 

• Christians call Jesus the ‘Son of God’   

• Christians believe that Jesus is both human and divine (God)   

• the main events in Jesus’ life   

• that Jesus performed miracles, including healings  
e.g. water into wine; feeding the 5000; calming the storm; Bartimaeus; 
the paralysed man; the sick girl; the ten lepers  

• many people followed Jesus, and still do now 
Why did Jesus tell parables?  
      • stories can teach people things  
      • the Bible contains parables that Jesus told  
      • Jesus’ parables are found in the New Testament  
      • parables have a deep meaning  
      • Jesus told parables to explain important truths to people  
      • the truths in Jesus’ parables have an impact on a Christian’s life# 
What do eggs have to do with Easter? 

• new life is an important theme of Easter celebrations  

• on Good Friday Christians remember Jesus’ death  

• on Easter Day Christians celebrate Jesus’ resurrection  

• symbols are used to represent key aspects of Easter: hot cross buns – 
Good Friday / the crucifixion and Easter eggs – the Garden Tomb; new 
life; the resurrection 

CHRISTIANITY 
Why is the Bible an important book for Christians? 

• books can be special / important to people  

• the Bible contains ‘stories’* about God and people   

• about some key narratives from the Old Testament e.g. Jacob, Joseph, 
Moses, Joshua, David, Samuel, Daniel etc.  

• the New Testament contains accounts from the life of Jesus & the early 
Church  

• Christians read the Bible to learn about God and that this affects how 
they live their lives 

What does the Christmas story tell Christians about Jesus? 

• Christmas is the celebration of Jesus’ birth   

• Christians believe there are clues in the story that show who Jesus is   

• star – the birth of a new King o  presents – Jesus as God’s gift to the 
world and the gifts of the Magi  

• angels – messengers from God who told people about Jesus being God’s 
Son  

• light – Jesus as the light of the world 
Why is ‘Church’ important to Christians? 

• Christians meet together in a church.  

• the church is not just a building but also a family of Christian people that 
Christians show God is important to them through worship   

• there are special Christian symbols in a church building   

• the main features of a church (interior/exterior)  
Why do Christians call Jesus ‘Saviour’? 

• friendship is an important value  

• Bible contains stories about people Jesus met and ‘rescued’  

• many people’s lives were changed by meeting Jesus  

• Christians call Jesus ‘Saviour’ 
Why is Easter important to Christians? 

• friendship is a precious thing and can get damaged   

• Christians believe that:  
- God loves all people and wants to be their friend  
-  the things they do wrong damage their friendship with God   



JUDAISM 
What is the Torah and why is it important to Jews? 

• what it means to treat something with respect  

• the Torah is the Jewish holy book and contains rules for Jews to 
live by  

• the Torah is in the form of a scroll and is written in Hebrew  

• the Torah can also be found in the Old Testament section of the 
Bible  

• the synagogue is the place where Jews go to learn, worship God 
and be together as a community, and is where the Torah is kept  

• light is a symbol for God’s presence in the synagogue  
Why do Jewish families celebrate Shabbat?  

• families celebrate special times in many different ways   

• Shabbat and the Friday night meal are an important part of Jewish 
family life and help Jewish families to feel closer to God  

• Shabbat lasts from sunset on Friday to sunset on Saturday, and 
that there are symbols that mark its beginning and its end  

• Shabbat is a time of rest and recalls how God rested on the 
seventh day after creation 

COMPARATIVE - Why should we look after our world? 

• consider why the world is a place of wonder  

• Christians, Jews and Muslims all believe that there is one God who 
created the world and cares for all people   

• the Bible, the Torah and the Qur’an all contain stories about 
creation  

• evaluate how people have spoiled the natural world   

• non-religious people believe different things about how the world 
came to be  

• many religious and non-religious people show concern about 
waste, greed and environmental issues 

ADDITIONAL UNIT - Is the world a fair place? 
       •   all human life is valuable / precious  

• every child has a right to have their basic needs met (e.g. shelter, 
care, water, food, education) 

       •  appreciate that with rights comes responsibility  
       •  we can all make a difference in our world, whatever we believe  
       •  every child matters to God  
       • ‘fairness’ (justice) is important to God 

• Jesus’ death means they can put things right with God again (be 
forgiven)  

• Jesus’ resurrection means that death is not the end 
ISLAM 
Who is Allah, and how do Muslims worship him? 

• that Muslims believe in one God, Allah.  

• that Allah (pbuh) is the Arabic name for God the Creator.  

• that Allah (pbuh) has ninety-nine beautiful names that reflect 
aspects of his character.  

• that Muslims believe that:  
- any thought or action can be a prayer.  
- they should be ritually clean (wudu) before they pray and can pray 

anywhere as long as it is clean.  
- they should face Makkah when they pray.  
- different physical positions in prayer help them focus on Allah. 

What is important for Muslim families? 

• the word ‘Islam’ means ‘peace’ in Arabic  

• that respect is important to Muslims.  

• Muslims believe that Muhammad (pbuh*):  
- is a prophet and the last messenger of Allah in Islam.  
- is the best example of a Muslim, and that they should try to be like 

him.   

• that the Qur’an:   
- is the special book for Muslims and is written in Arabic. 
- contains the holy words of Allah to Muhammad. 

COMPARATIVE - Is prayer important to everyone? 

• prayer is a way of connecting with God  

• people pray for different reasons, and that some people don’t pray  

• people from different religions pray in different ways  

• non-religious people such as humanists do not believe in a god and 
so don’t pray  

• non-religious people might reflect quietly rather than pray 
ADDITIONAL UNIT - What are your big questions? 

• Identify what different people believe about the world or what answers 
they might give to big questions  

• Begin to show an awareness of similarities between religions 
 



Curriculum Outline for Lower KS2  
Term Year Three Hours Year Four Hours 

Autumn 

 
How does the Bible reveal God’s rescue plan? 

 
How did Jesus change lives? 

 
Why are presents given at 

Christmas – and what might Jesus think? 

 
5-6 

 
5-6 

 
 

3-4 

 
How did it all begin? (ASU) 

 
Why do Christians call God ‘Father’? 

 

 
How can artists help us understand Christmas? 

 
6-8 

 
5-6 

 
3-4 

Spring 

 
What are important times for Jews? 

 
How can a synagogue help us understand the 

Jewish faith? 
 

Easter: What happened – and what 
matters most to Christians.  

 
5-6 

 
5-6 

 
 

3-4 

 
Why is praying important for Christians? 

 
Is Christian worship the same all around the 

world? 
 

How does Lent help Christians 
prepare for Easter? 

 
5-6 

 
5-6 

 
 

3-4 

Summer 

 
How did the Church begin? 

 
Why do Christians share communion? 

 
How do people celebrate new life? (ASU) 

 

 
5-6 

 
3-4 

 
6-8 

 
 

What do Sikhs value? 
 

How can we live together on one world? (ASU) 

 
 

6-8 
 

6-8 
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CHRISTIANITY 
How does the Bible reveal God’s rescue plan?  

• the Bible contains events for which there is historical evidence  

• the Bible can be read in many different formats and languages  

• the books in the Bible were written at different times and by different 
people   

• that Christians believe that:  
- the Bible reveals the character and purposes of God  
- the Bible is the living word of God and tells his story  

• this story of salvation has an impact on Christians’ lives 
How did Jesus save lives? 

• that Jesus befriended ordinary people: 
e.g. fishermen, and the ‘outcasts’ of society e.g. tax collectors, lepers, 
women  

• Christians believe that:  
- encountering Jesus changed the lives of people who met him  
- Jesus showed he was God’s Son by performing miracles  
- each miracle reveals something different about who Jesus is  
- what impact these events might have on Christians today 

Why are presents given at Christmas – and what might Jesus think about it  
all?  

• about the significance of the gifts and what they say about Christian 
belief about Jesus. Gold – a gift for a king. Frankincense – for a priest. 
Myrrh – for burial  

• Christians believe:  
- that God values human beings above anything else, which is why Jesus 

came, as a gift, to earth   
- that Christmas has become over- commercialised, which detracts from 

its true meaning 
What happened – and what matters most to Christians? 

• about the events of Holy Week and Easter Sunday and their significance 
for Christians:  

- Palm Sunday (e.g. triumphal entry, money changers)  
- Maundy Thursday (e.g. foot washing, Passover meal)  
- Good Friday (e.g. trial and crucifixion)  
- Easter Sunday (e.g. resurrection)  

CHRISTIANITY 
Why do Christians call God ‘father’? 

Christians believe:  

• God is a Trinity – Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
• God has many titles and that these reflect aspects of his character  
• God’s nature is Holy, loving, just / fair & forgiving 
• the person of Jesus reveals what God is like – for example through 

parables 
• one of the titles for God is Father 

• Christians can experience God in a number of ways e.g. through the 
Bible / personal experience / natural world / other people / silence 

How can artists help us understand Christmas? 

• artists, throughout history and around the world, have attempted to 
depict events surrounding the birth of Jesus  

• artists use symbolism to express the mysterious events of the nativity 
and to express deep Christian beliefs about the person of Jesus  

• the way in which Christmas is represented by artists around the world 
tells us about the importance of Jesus to Christians as God ‘incarnate’ 

Why is praying important to Christians? 

• Jesus taught people how to pray using the model of the Lord’s Prayer   

• there are important Christian beliefs contained within the Lord’s Prayer   

• this prayer is prayed in Christian communities all over the world   

• there are different versions of the Lord’s Prayer to help people to 
understand it better  

• the Lord’s Prayer helps many Christians to live their everyday lives 
Is Christian worship the same around the world? 

• Christianity is a worldwide religion  

• festivals are celebrated across the world, but may have different cultural 
traditions  

• Christian worship, through art, music ritual and festival, varies 
throughout the world 

• all Christians have a set of core beliefs that are expressed within a 
cultural context   

• the cross is an important symbol for all Christians   

• in some countries, Christians are forbidden to gather for public worship 



• the symbols associated with Easter and their links with what Christians 
believe about Jesus as King and Saviour (e.g. palm crosses; cross / 
crucifix; purple robes; bread and wine)  

• the links between Passover and Easter  
How did the Church begin? 

• the significance of the events of Pentecost  

• the key features of the life of the Church at its beginning  

• how the Church began to spread  

• Peter and Paul’s work to establish the Church  

• Christian symbols for the Holy Spirit include the flame and the dove, and 
have their origins in the events of Pentecost  

• What most Christians believe about the Holy Spirit 
Why do Christians share communion? 

• that communion is linked to the Passover meal  

• the story of the Last Supper and what Jesus said to the disciples  

• the symbols of communion are a way of remembering Jesus and his 
sacrifice   

• that by sharing communion as a group Christians are showing unity  

• to reflect on the meaning of some actions and words involved 
JUDAISM  
What are important times for Jews? 

• Jews mark stages in life through special ceremonies such as Bar / 
Bat Mitzvah and weddings   

• Pesach (Passover) recalls the events of the Exodus and is 
celebrated each year with the Seder meal  

• Sukkot is a Jewish harvest festival and recalls God’s provision in 
the desert   

• Rosh Hashanah celebrates Jewish New Year  

• Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) is a time for repentance and 
forgiveness  

How can a synagogue help us to understand the Jewish faith?  

• the meaning behind the key features, artefacts and symbols found 
in a synagogue   

• the significance of the synagogue for Jews in terms of being a 
place for worship, learning and community   

• Jews believe the Torah is law, teaching and guidance  

How does Lent help Christians prepare for Easter? 

• the story of Jesus in the desert and its significance at Lent for Christians  

• Lent is a time of preparation for Christians   

• Christians mark Lent in different ways   

• Ash Wednesday is a time for Christians to seek God’s forgiveness  

• the significance of the symbols and rituals used during Lent 
SIKHISM 

What do Sikhs value? 

• Guru Nanak Ji* was the founder of Sikhism & that he is not worshipped 
as a god  

• ‘guru’ means ‘teacher’ and that there are ten gurus of Sikhism  

• Sikhs believe that God is one (il Onkar) and present in all living things 

(Naam)  

• equality is very important in Sikh society  

• Sikhs have special symbols which reflect Sikh identity, including the Five 

Ks  

• the Sikh holy book is called ‘Guru Granth Sahib Ji’* and that Sikhs 

consider the content to be holy, not just the book  

• Sikhs worship at home and at the  

• Gurdwara  

• the three main duties of a Sikh are to ‘Pray, Work and Give’ 

ADDITIONAL UNIT COMPARATIVE 
How did it all begin? 

• many people believe God can be discovered through the awe and 
beauty of nature  

• some religions teach that the world was created by God  

• Christians believe that humanity is created by God to look after the 
world  

• Christians, Jews and Muslims have similar beliefs about creation  

• other religions and cultures also have stories about creation which 
teach stewardship of the natural world  

• people who are not religious believe the world came into existence 
through natural processes and science offers the best way to 
understand these 

How long can we live together in one world? 

• we are all members of different communities and that our actions 
affect others  



• how its significance is reflected in the location and treatment of 
the scrolls 

• the teachings contained within the Torah include the shema, and 
form the core beliefs of Judaism   

• the shema is both a prayer and a statement of belief 
ADDITIONAL UNIT COMPARATIVE 
How do people celebrate new life?  

• what is a milestone and that the birth of a baby is one of the milestones 
in life  

• there are similarities and differences in the ways in which religious and 
non- religious people celebrate the birth of babies  

• many religious and non religious people have initiation ceremonies for 
babies (*see below)  

• why people choose to celebrate the birth of a baby  

• ‘new life’ is not just celebrating the birth of a child 

• belonging to a faith community or having a non-religious world 
view has a global dimension  

• to appreciate that there are situations of social and economic 
unfairness in the world  

• many religions and belief systems teach it is important to share 
and give to those who are in need  

• seeing the world from another person’s point of view can help 
make us better global citizens  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Curriculum Outline for Upper KS2  
Term Year Five Hours Year Six Hours 

Autumn 

 
What is the ‘golden rule’? – and are they all 

the same? 
 

Who did Jesus say, ‘I am’? 
 

Why is light an important sign at Christmas? 

 
6-8 

 
 
5-6 

 
3-4 

 
The Trinity: How is God three – and yet One? 

 
How can churches help us to understand Christian 

belief? 
 

What do the Gospels say about the birth of Jesus – 
and why is it ‘good news’? 

 
6-8 

 
5-6 

 
 

3-4 

Spring 

 
How do people express their beliefs through 

the arts? (ASU) 
 

How did Jesus’ teaching challenge people? 
 

How do Christians know what happened at 
Easter?  

 
6-8 

 
5-6 

 
3-4 

 
What is the ‘Buddhist way of life’? 

 
 

Adam, Eve, Christmas, Easter: what are the 
connections? 

 
Easter: Did Jesus have to die? 

 
6-8 

 
 

5-6 
 
 

3-4 
 

Summer 

 
 

How can a mosque help us to understand the 
Muslim faith? 

 
How do the pillars of Islam help Muslims live a 

good life? 
 

 

 
 

6-8 
 
 

6-8 

 
 

What does it mean to be a Hindu? (ASU) 
 
 

What helps Hindus to worship? 
 
 
 

 
 

6-8 
 
 

6-8 
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CHRISTIANITY 
Who did Jesus say ‘I am’? 

• Christians believe that Jesus is the Son of God  

• Jesus said about himself and his relationship with God  

• significance of the names of Jesus, e.g. Christ, Emmanuel, Lord, Saviour, 
Redeemer, Messiah, King  

• about the ‘I AM’ statements  

• for Christians, these statements express different beliefs about Jesus  

• through his life, Jesus showed people what God is like 
Why is light an important sign at Christmas? 

• the different ways in which light is used as a sign at Christmas  

• Christians believe that the birth of Jesus was a fulfilment of the Old 
Testament prophecy ‘A light for all people of the world’ (Isaiah 42 v5-6)   

• the significance of Jesus as the ‘Light of the World’ (John 8 v 12)   

• light is also used in other religions but in specific ways to convey diverse 
meanings 

How did Jesus’ teaching challenge people? 

• Jesus sometimes used parables to teach people deep truths about God 
and his kingdom  

• Jesus taught about money, happiness and how to live  

• Jesus’ teaching challenged the people he met, and is still challenging 
people today  

• Jesus’ teaching has an impact on the lives of Christians today 
How do Christians know what happened at Easter? 

• There are four Gospels:  
- Matthew, Mark, Luke and John   

• people experience and recall the same events in different ways  

• the life of Jesus is documented in records other than the Bible  

• there are similarities (and differences) between the accounts of Holy 
Week in the Gospels  

• evaluate reasons why this might be 
ISLAM 
How can a Mosque help us to understand the Muslim faith? 

• the meaning behind the key features, artefacts & symbols found in 
a mosque  

CHRISTIANITY 
How is God three – and yet one? 

• that Christians believe:  
- God is a Trinity – Father, Son and Holy Spirit  
- God is Three – and yet One – and equal  
- each Person of the Trinity has a distinct character and purpose, but is 

still part of the other two  
- understanding of God is unique to Christianity. 
- symbols are sometimes used to express deep Christian beliefs about the 

Trinity.  
- Jesus and God the Father are with Christians in the Person of the Holy 

How can churches help us to understand Christian belief? 

• the significant features found in churches of two Christian 
denominations  

• the meaning of Christian symbols found in churches and the different 
beliefs these express  

• communion and baptism are practices for all Christians because Jesus 
told them to do these things  

• similarities and differences between Christian denominations  

• different denominations have features and practices unique to them 
What do the Gospels say about the birth of Jesus – and why is it ‘good news’?  

• There are four Gospels:  
- Matthew, Mark, Luke and John   

• people experience and recall the same events in different ways   

• the events of the nativity are recorded as historical by the writers  

• the Gospel accounts reveal ‘good news’  

• similarities and differences between the two birth accounts in Matthew 
and Luke  

• evaluate reasons why this might be 
Adam, Eve, Christmas, Easter: What are the connections? 

• Christians believe that:  
- there are links between events in Genesis and the events of Easter and 

Christmas  
- ancient prophecies in the Old Testament foretell the birth and death of 

Jesus  



• the mosque is a place of worship and learning and is led by an 
Imam  

• in prayer, Muslims submit to the will of Allah  

• Muslims believe:  
- there is no God but God (Allah) and that he is without equal  
- that God is One (Tawhid)  
- the Qur’an is Allah’s final revelation to humanity, and was revealed 

to the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) in Arabic  
- the Qur’an should be read in the original Arabic  
- that reading the Qur’an in Arabic is an act of worship as well as a 

source of guidance 
 
How do pillars of Islam help Muslims live a good life? 

• about the pillars (or duties) of Islam:  
- Shahadah ‘There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is his 

messenger’ 
- Prayer (salah and ritual cleanliness**) 
- Fasting (Sawm) – Ramadan 
- Almsgiving (Zakah) 
- Pilgrimage (Hajj) 

•  about celebrations:  
- Id-ul-Fitr – this marks the end of Ramadan 
- Id-ul-Adha – celebrates the end of Hajj 

• how the pillars of Islam affect the way Muslims live their lives 
COMPARATIVE 
What is the ‘Golden rule’ – and are they all the same? 

• there are accepted statements of wisdom in all cultures  

• many people, religious and non- religious, live by a ‘golden rule’ to 
treat others as you would like to be treated yourself  

• words have an impact on people’s everyday lives and how this is 
demonstrated  

• non-religious people believe the Golden Rule does not have a 
divine source 

ADDITIONAL UNIT COMPARATIVE 
How do people express their beliefs through the arts? 

• the ‘Arts’ can be used to express beliefs, deep feelings and 
emotions  

- ancient prophecies in the Old Testament show that God still loved His 
people even when they disobeyed Him  

- Jesus did the job that it was prophesied he would do 
Did Jesus have to die? 

• that Christians believe:  
- Jesus died as a atonement for sin  
- Jesus chose to die  
- Jesus died to show how much God loves people and wants to be 

reconciled to them 
BUDDHISM  
What is the ‘Buddhist way of life’? 

• about the story of how Prince Siddattha became Buddha  

• ‘Buddha’ means ‘awakened’ or ‘enlightened one’  

• there is no supreme deity in Buddhism   

• Buddhists follow the teachings of  

• Buddhism to gain enlightenment (Nirvana) which is achieved by 
meditating  

• there are Four Noble Truths in Buddhism  

• Buddhists follow the teachings of the Eightfold Path  

• there are artefacts that help Buddhists to meditate  

• worship and meditation are different 
HINDUISM  

What does it mean to be a Hindu? (ADDITIONAL UNIT) 

• Hinduism (Sanatan dharma) is a religious tradition that has many 
cultural expressions and is a way of life  

• the festivals that punctuate the year and the meanings behind them  

• the events that mark important times in the life of a Hindu e.g. sacred 
thread ceremony, marriage and death  

• the main features of family and home life e.g. diet, worship at home, 
music and dance  

• Hindus believe that there are spiritual consequences for their actions 
(karma) 

What helps Hindus to worship? 

• Hinduism (Sanatan dharma) is a religious tradition that has many 
cultural expressions and is a way of life 

• Hindus believe in a supreme reality (Brahman) who is present in all 
things and represented in many forms  



• different religions and people with non- religious beliefs express 
themselves through the arts in different ways  

• some ideas and beliefs are easier to express through the arts  

• art forms used by people to express ideas and beliefs include 
music, art, poetry, dance and drama   

• symbols are used to convey deep meanings without words 
 

• names / roles of some of the key deities and avatars of Hinduism and 
their place in Hindu worship  

• to draw meaning from Hindu images to develop understanding of the 
Hindu concept of the supreme reality  

• key rituals of Hindu worship in the home and at the mandir  

• Hindus have their own sacred writings which are made up of stories with 
morals and meanings 

 

 

R.E. Skills and Attitudes in KS1 and KS2 
SKILLS  ATTITUDES 

Progress in RE depends upon the development of the following generic learning skills 
applied to RE. These skills should be used in developing a range of activities for pupils to 
demonstrate their capabilities in RE. They ensure that teachers will move pupils on from 
knowledge accumulation and work that is merely descriptive to higher-level thinking and 
more sophisticated skills 
 
Reflection – this includes: 

• Reflecting on feelings, relationships, experience, ultimate questions, beliefs and 
practices 

Empathy – this includes: 

• Considering the thoughts, feelings, experiences, attitudes, beliefs and values of 
others 

• Developing the ability to identify feelings such as love, wonder, forgiveness and 
sorrow 

• Seeing the world through the eyes of others, and seeing issues from their point of 
view 

Investigation – this includes: 

• Asking relevant questions 

• Knowing how to gather information from a variety of sources 

• Knowing what may constitute evidence for justifying beliefs in religion 
Interpretation – this includes 

• Drawing meaning from artefacts, works of art, music, poetry and symbolism 

• Interpreting religious language 

• Suggesting meanings of religious texts 
Evaluation – this includes: 

• Debating issues of religious significance with reference to evidence and argument 
Analysis – this includes: 

It is vital that Religious Education encourages pupils to develop positive attitudes to their 
learning and to the beliefs and values of others. The following four 
attitudes are essential for good learning in RE: 

▪ self-awareness 
▪ respect for all 
▪ open-mindedness 
▪ appreciation and wonder 

 
Self-awareness in religious education includes pupils: 

• feeling confident about their own beliefs and identity and sharing them without 
fear of embarrassment or ridicule 

• developing a realistic and positive sense of their own beliefs, morals and spiritual 
ideas 

• recognising their own uniqueness as human beings and affirming their self-worth 

• becoming increasingly sensitive to the impact of their ideas and behaviour on other 
people 

Respect for all in religious education includes pupils: 

• developing skills of listening and a willingness to learn from others, even when 
others’ views are different from their own 

• being ready to value difference and diversity for the common good 

• appreciating that some beliefs are not inclusive and considering the issues that this 
raises for individuals and society 

• being prepared to recognise and acknowledge their own bias 

• being sensitive to the feelings and ideas of others 
Open-mindedness in religious education includes pupils: 

• being willing to learn and gain new understanding 



• Distinguishing between opinion and fact 

• Distinguishing between the features of different religions and beliefs 
Synthesis – this includes: 

• Linking significant features of religion and belief together in a coherent pattern 

• Connecting different aspects of life into a meaningful whole 
Application – this includes: 

• Making the association between religion / belief and individual, community, 
national and international life 

Expression – this includes: 

• Explaining concepts, rituals and practices 

• Expressing views, and responding to questions of religion and belief through a 
variety of media 

• engaging in argument or disagreeing reasonably and respectfully (without belittling 
or abusing others) about questions relating to beliefs, (whether religious or non-
religious), morals and spiritual ideas 

• being willing to go beyond surface impressions 

• distinguishing between opinions, viewpoints and beliefs in connection with issues 
of conviction and faith 

Appreciation and wonder in religious education includes pupils: 

• developing their imagination and curiosity 

• recognising that knowledge is bounded by mystery 

• appreciating the sense of wonder at the world in which they live 
developing their capacity to respond to questions of meaning and purpose 

 

 

“There are three things I would like to contribute to the debate on knowledge in religious education: the first is that knowledge facts need to be underpinned by 

concepts (concepts provide the intellectual architecture on to which new knowledge and insights can be pinned) and that these need to be taught explicitly; the 

second is that knowledge should be taught primarily through sacred texts, iconography, art and music and the third is that knowledge needs to reside in and be 

protected within the discipline.” 

Mary Myatt 


