
Broadmere and New Monument Primary School:    Nursery      Thrive Aspire Achieve 

 

Interaction  Vocabulary  Independence cultural capital   Basic skills and knowledge  Curiosity to learn more 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Topic My school, My family. Wellies, Wool and Winter  

Wonderland! 
Once upon a time. Blast off to great 

places! 
 

How does your 
garden grow? 
 

Ready, Steady, Go! 

Main text 
 
 

Owl Babies by Martin 
Waddell 
Guess How Much I Love 
You by Sam Mc Bratney 
Monkey Puzzle by Julia 
Donaldson 

The Rainy Day by Anna 
Milbourne and Sarah 
Gill 
Snow Bear by Piers 
Harper 
Sleepy Jesus by Pennis 
Kidd 

Three Little Pigs 
Goldilocks and the 
Three bears 
Gingerbread Man 

What Ever Next? By Jill 
murphy 
We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt by Michael 
Rosen 
The Great Explorer by 
Chris Judge 
 
 

Jasper’s Beanstalk by 
Nick Butterworth 
The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar by Eric 
Carle 
Jack and the 
Beanstalk 

Giraffe’s Can’t Dance 
by Giles Andreae 
Oliver’s Vegetables 
by Vivian French 
 

Other texts Who’s in My Family by 
Robie H Harris 
Who’s in a Family? By 
Robert Skutch 
Two Homes by Claire 
Masurel 
The Family Book by 
Todd Parr 
The great Big Book of 
Families by Mary 
Hoffman 
All Kinds of Families by 
Mary Ann Hoberman 
 
 

The Snowman 
The First Christmas 
Weather 
One Rainy Day by M 
Christina Butler 
The Rainy Day 
Adventure by Julie 
Sykes 
Maisy’s Christmas Eve 
by Lucy Cousins 
A Christmas Collar – a 
Twinkl book 
 

 
Three Billy Goats Gruff 
Red Riding Hood 
 
Non – fiction 
Castles 
 
 
 

Under the Sea by Anna 
Millbourne 
The Rainbow Fish by 
Marcus Pfister 
Commotion in the 
Ocean by Giles 
Andreae 
Boris Goes Camping 
Carrie Weston and Tim 
Warren 
Yucky Worms by 
Vivian French 
We Planted a Pumpkin 
by Rob Ramsden 
 

The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 
Jack and the 
Beanstalk 
 
Chickens Aren’t the 
Only Ones by Ruth 
Heller 
The Small, Small Seed 
by Judith Nicholls 
Little Green Fingers 
by Mary An Van Hage 
My First Flower 
Garden by Ley Honor 
Roberts 

Sports Day by Nick 
Butterworth and 
Mick Inkpen 
Noah’s Magic 
Football Boots by RJ 
Hartley 
The Bad Tooth by 
Rory O’Connor 
Non-fiction 
Sports books Oliver’s 
Fruit Salad by Vivian 
French 
Eat Your Peas by Kes 
Gray and Nick 
Sharratt 



 
 

Cultural capital 
Cultural Capital’, 
which is defined as: 
"the essential 
knowledge that 
children need to be 
educated citizens" 
(p31 Ofsted EY 
Inspection 
Handbook ). 

School Tour 
 
Autumn walk 
 

Bake off 
 
Decorating a Christmas 
tree 

Cinema Experience 
(make a ticket) 
Make Gingerbread men. 
Winter Walk 

Mini Masterchef 
(pancakes for Shrove 
Tuesday) 
 
Acting out flying to the 
moon like the Bear in 
‘What Ever Next.’ 
 

Picnic in the park 
 
Bug Hunt 

Sports Day 
 
Make Fruit kebabs 
 
Summer Walk 

Festivals/celebr
ations 

Islamic New Year 
Equinox 

 

Day light saving time 
ends   
Guy Fawkes/Bon fire 
night  
Remembrance Sunday   
Diwali 
Hanukkah 

Christmas  
 

New Year 
Burn’s night 
Chinese New Year  
Valentine’s Day  
 

Shrove Tuesday 

Mother’s Day 

Equinox  
Holi  
Day light saving time 
starts 
Easter 
 

Ramadan  
St Georges Day 

Eid ul Fit 
V day  
 

Healthy eating week  
Father’s Day 

Celebration 
Assembly  
 

RE Who am I and Where 
Do I Belong? 

Why do we have 
celebrations? 

What makes something 
special? 

What makes a place 
special? 

What can we learn 
from stories? 

What makes our 
world wonderful? 

 
CL 
Listening and 
attention 
Speaking  
 

Educational Programme: 

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an 
early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers 
throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing and echoing back what they 
say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will 
give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, storytelling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling 
from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and 
language structures. 

Attention bucket games. 
Listening games 
Daily phonological awareness games 
Correcting grammar and modelling language.  

Attention bucket games. 
Listening games 
Daily phonological awareness games 
Correcting grammar and modelling language.  

Attention bucket games. 
Listening games 
Daily phonological awareness games 
Correcting grammar and modelling language.  



Read books about families 
Learn Poems, rhymes and songs 
Retell simple stories in different ways (through 
drama/small world toys and puppets in the reading 
area / drawing in Talk 4 Writing). 
Children begin to understand ‘why’ questions. 
Develop vocabulary. 
Children talk about experiences that are familiar 
with them. 

Read books about families 
Learn Poems, rhymes and songs 
Retell simple stories in different ways  
Children begin to und (through drama/small 
world toys and puppets in the reading area / 
drawing in Talk 4 Writing).  
Children begin to understand ‘why’ questions. 
Develop vocabulary. 
Children talk about experiences that are familiar 
to them. 
Children to display awareness when someone is 
speaking. 
Understand a question 
To follow an instruction (2 parts) 
Retell longer stories 
Use longer sentences between 4 and 6 words. 
Learn correct tenses and plurals. 

Learn poems, rhymes and songs 
Children to concentrate for longer periods of 
time 
Retell stories in more detail (through 
drama/small world toys and puppets in the 
reading area / drawing in Talk 4 Writing). 
Children talk about experiences that are 
familiar with them. 
Children to display awareness when 
someone is speaking. 
Understand a question 
To follow an instruction (2 parts) 
Retell longer stories 
Learn correct tenses and plurals. 
Learn multi-syllabic words 
Speak in longer sentences 
Express their point of view 
 

 
PSED 
Self regulation 
Managing self 
Building 
relationships 
 
Main skills to 
focus on 
Including 
healthy food 
Tooth brushing 
Teaching 
children about 
healthy foods 
what to eat to 
keep their teeth 
healthy. 
Teaching the 
children how to 

Educational Programme 
Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their 
cognitive development. Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and 
supportive 9 relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be supported 
to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what 
they want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy 
eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children, they learn how to make good friendships, co-
operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life. 

Be able to label their 
emotions – Colour 
Monsters. Happiness/ 
Sadness. Adults to 
model emotions. 
Begin to understand 
how they are feeling 
throughout the day. 
Begin to share and 
understand ‘yours’, 
‘mine’ and ‘ours’. 

Continue to be able to 
label their emotions – 
Colour Monsters. 
Happiness/. Adults to 
model emotions. 
 
Select and use activities 
and resources, with 
help. 
To develop their sense 
of responsibility and a 
membership of a 

Be able to play with one 
or more children and 
extending play ideas. 
 

Become more 
outgoing with 
unfamiliar people, in 
the safe context of the 
nursery. 
 

Develop ways of 
being assertive. 
Talk with others to 
solve conflicts. 

Begin to be able to 
label how others are 
feeling using Colour 
Monsters – 
happiness, sadness, 
anger, fear, calm. 
Manage their own 
needs such as good 
hygiene, healthy 
foods. 



brush their 
teeth 

Select and use an 
activity or resource 
Visit from Coram Life 
Bus. To include how to 
live healthily, brushing 
your teeth and finding 
your bones and 
muscles. 

community by being 
able to take care of the 
resources in the nursery 
and tiding the toys 
away. The importance 
of taking responsibility 
for looking after their 
environment. 

Think about the 
perspective of 
others. 

 
PD 
Gross motor 
skill 
Fine motor skills 

Educational Programme: 
Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives7. Gross and fine motor experiences 
develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and 
positional awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating games and providing opportunities 
for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and 
agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision 
helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world 
activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, 
control and confidence. 

Gross Motor Skills 
For children to develop their movement, balancing, 
riding (scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball skills. 
 Be able to go up steps and stairs, or climb up 
apparatus, using alternate feet.  
Be able to use large muscle movements to wave 
flags and streamers. 
Carpet Skills begin to be able to sit for short 
periods of time. 
 
Fine Motor Skills  
Use one-handed tools and equipment, e.g. making 
snips in paper with scissors. 
Show a preference for a dominant hand. 
Put on and hang up coat  
Take off shoes and put on wellies  
Blowing own nose  
Toileting 
Wash and dry hands  
Tidy up time  
Hand-eye coordination activities  

Gross Motor Skills 
Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose for a 
game like musical statues. 
To start taking part in some group activities which 
they make up for themselves, or in teams. Draw 
lines and circles using gross motor skills 
Carpet skills with increased learning behaviours 
 
Fine Motor Skills 
Four-finger pencil grip fingers are held on the 
pencil shaft, beginning to form the arc between 
the thumb and index finger. Movement occurs 
from the wrist; the hand and fingers move as a 
whole unit. Zigzag lines simple humans can be 
drawn with this grip.  
Children to move from a whole hand pencil grip 
to a four-finger grip. 
Fasten coat  
More responsible with taking shoes on and off  
Full independence for toileting  
Full independence for snack time  

Gross Motor Skills 
Collaborate with others to manage large 
items, such as moving a long plank safely, 
carrying large hollow blocks. 
Are increasingly able to use and remember 
sequences and patterns of movements which 
are related to music and rhythm. 
Match their developing physical skills to tasks 
in the setting. E.g. they decide whether to 
crawl, walk or run across a plank, depending 
on its length and width.  
 
 
Fine Motor Skills 
Three-finger grip with good control when 
holding pens and pencils. 
Independence choosing right clothing to suit 
weather conditions  
 
 



pencil grip 
Threading  
 

Full independence during child-initiated activities  
Use one-handed tools with increased control e.g., 
pencil, scissors  
 
 
 

 
Literacy 
Reading 

Educational Programme 
It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. 
Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world 
around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught 
later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed 
words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing) 

Begin to have an awareness and know that print 
has meaning. 
Understand that English text reads from left to 
right and from top to bottom. 
Talk about the different features of a book, front 

and back cover, author, illustrator, words. 

Have awareness that print and illustrations can 
have different purposes. 
Planned vocabulary that relates to the stories and 
topics being covered 
Planned nursery rhymes, songs and poems. 
Enjoy books independently.  
  
Traditional Stories  
Christmas Stories 
Name Recognition with support ie: name card, coat 
peg, tray name  

Make changes to rhymes and songs. 
Count or clap syllables in a word. 
Learn new vocabulary. 
Learn nursery rhymes, songs and poems. 
Have favourite stories. 
 
 
 
Favourite stories  
With support: Name Recognition 

Recognise words with the same letter e.g. 
money and mother. 
Learn new vocabulary. 
Learn, songs, nursery rhymes and poems. 
Learn what a word is, some words are longer 
than others and there is always a space 
before and after a word. 
Be able to spot and suggest rhymes. 
Recognise words with the same initial sound 
 
 
Shared reading activities  
Traditional stories  
Non-Fiction book talk 
Unsupported: Name Recognition 
 

Writing Distinguish between the different marks, they 
make. 
 
Experience different drawing/mark making 

opportunities by using different resources such as 

play dough/sand/paint/markers and crayons. 

 

 

Begin to give meaning to the marks they make as 
they draw and paint. 
 
Begin to write for a purpose e.g. to write a 
shopping list.  
 
Include mark making and early writing in the 
children’s 

Children to be able to write some or all of 
their name. 
 
Be able to form some letters accurately.  
Show awareness of rhyme and alliteration  
Hears and discriminates general sounds, 
speak sounds and patterns Knows print 
carries information 



Hand-eye coordination activities 

Develop control over mark making tools  

Show interest in pictures and print in books 

Recognise environmental print 

play 
Imitate adults’ writing by making continuous lines 
of shapes and symbols (early writing) from left to 
right 
Understand the concept of a word  
Use one-handed tools with increased control  
Ascribe meaning to marks 
 
Recognise rhythm in spoken words  
Draw lines and circles using gross motor skills  
Reads back own mark making 
 

Extend spoken vocabulary  
Manipulates objects with good fine motor 
skills  
Uses writing as a means of communicating to 
audience 
 
 
 

Phonological 
Awareness  
 

Stage One  
Speech Detection 
Teaching Children to 
Listen 

Stage Two 
Syllable Awareness 
Early Impact – Syllable 
Activities 17 games that 
work 

Stage Three  
Onset and Rime 
Phonological Awareness 
Essex Programme 

Stage Four 
Rhyme Detection 
Phonological 
Awareness Essex 
Programme 

Stage Five 
Initial Sounds 
Phonological 
Awareness Essex 
Programme 
 

Stage Six 
Rhyme Production 
Phonological 
Awareness Essex 
Programme 

 
Mathematics 
 
Cardinality and 
Counting 
Comparison 
Composition 
Pattern 

Educational Programme 
Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should 
be able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those 
numbers. By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles 
and tens frames for organising counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. 
In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of 
mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for 
patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes. 



Space and 
Shape 
Measures 
 
 
 
 
Number Blocks  
 
Top Marks 
 online counting 
and space, 
shape and 
measures 
games. 

Cardinality and 
Counting: 
Develop fast recognition 
of up to 3 objects, 
without having to count 
them individually 
(subitising) 
Recite numbers to 5. 
Say one number for 
each item in order: 
1,2,3,4,5 
Read ‘Anno’s Counting 
Book’. 
Sing counting songs 
e.g.,2,3,5, Once I caught 
a fish alive. 
Shape, Space and 
Measures 
 Talk about and explore 
2D shapes (for example 
circles, rectangles and 
triangles) using informal 
language: sides, 
corners, straight, flat, 
round. 

Cardinality and 
Counting. Comparison: 
Develop fast recognition 
of up to 5 objects 
without having to count 
them individually 
(subitising) 
Know that the last 
number reached when 
counting a small set of 
objects tells you how 
many there are in total 
(cardinality) 
Read ‘Dinosaur Roar’ 
Experiment with their 
own symbols and marks 
as well as numerals. 
Build counting routines 
into everyday routines – 
register time, tidying up 
etc. 
Shape, Space and 
Measures 
 Talk about and explore 
3D shapes (for example 
cuboids, cylinders, 
spheres, cubes) using 
informal language: 
sides, corners, straight, 
flat, round. 

Cardinality and 
Counting. Comparison: 
Solve real world 
mathematical problems 
with numbers up to 5.  
Read ‘Maisie Goes 
Camping’. 
Recite numbers to 10. 
Compare quantities 
using language, ‘more 
than’, ‘fewer than’. 
Continue to experiment 
with their own symbols 
and marks as well as 
numerals. 
Continue to practise 
fast recognition of up to 
5 objects without 
having to count them 
individually (subitising) 
Play games that involve 
counting. 
Read ‘Handa’s Hen’. 
 Shape, Space and 
Measures 
Understand position 
through words alone – 
for example, “The bag is 
under the table” with 
no pointing. Discuss 
position in real 
contexts. Asking 
children to perform 
tasks or using spatial 
words. Read ‘Where’s 
Spot’ and ‘Rosie’s Walk’. 

Cardinality and 
Counting. 
Comparison: 
Continue to solve real 
world mathematical 
problems with 
numbers up to 6 
Continue to recite 
numbers to 10. 
Continue to 
experiment with their 
own symbols and 
marks as well as 
numerals. 
Develop fast 
recognition of up to 6 
objects without having 
to count them 
individually (subitising)  
Continue to 
experiment with their 
own symbols and 
marks as well as 
numerals. 
Continue to sing 
counting songs and 
number rhymes. 
Shape, Space and 
Measures. 
Make comparisons 
between objects 
relating to size, length, 
weight and capacity. 
Provide experiences of 
size changes. “Can you 
make a puddle 
larger?”, “When you 
squeeze a sponge, 

Cardinality and 
Counting. 
Comparison: 
Count objects, 
actions and sounds. 
Continue to develop 
fast recognition of 
objects of up to 6 
objects without 
having to count them 
individually.  
Continue to recite 
numbers to 10. 
Continue to develop 
fast recognition of up 
to 6 objects without 
having to count them 
individually 
(subitising) 
Read stories that 
involve counting for 
example ‘Ten Shiny 
Snails’.  
Shape, Space and 
Measures 
Talk about and 
identify the patterns 
around them. For 
example, stripes on 
clothes, designs on 
rugs and wallpaper. 
Use informal 
language like ‘pointy’, 
‘spotty’, ‘blobs’, etc. 
 
Extend and create 
ABAB patterns – stick, 
leaf, stick, leaf. 

Cardinality and 
Counting. 
Comparison: 
Continue to count 
objects, actions and 
sounds. Developing 
the key skills of 
counting objects. 
The cardinal 
counting principal. 
Count out a smaller 
number from a 
larger group 
Continue to 
experiment with 
their own symbols 
and marks as well as 
numerals. 
Continue to recite 
numbers to 10. 
Read Ten Little 
Pirates’.  
 
Shape, Space and 
Measures. 
Describe a familiar 
route. 
Discuss routes and 
locations, using 
words like ‘in front’, 
and ‘behind’. 
Make comparisons 
between objects 
relating to size, 
length and capacity. 



does it stay small?”, 
“What happens when 
you stretch dough or 
elastic?” 
Talk with the children 
about their everyday 
ways of comparing 
size, length, weight 
and capacity. Model 
accuracy by modelling 
specific techniques 
and discussing 
accuracy “Is it 
exactly...?” 

 
Notice and correct an 
error in a repeating 
pattern. 
 

 
UW 
 
Past and 
present 

Educational Programme: 
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. 
The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, 
libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad 
selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse 



People, Culture 
and 
communities. 
The natural 
world. 
 
 
  

world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and 
widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 

People, Culture and 
Communities, Past and 
Present: 
Can identify who is in 
their family and where 
they live. 
Enjoys joining in with 
family customs and 
routines such as 
weddings, birthday 
celebrations and 
cultural celebrations 
such as Eid and can talk 
about their experiences. 
The Natural World: 
Is beginning to ask 
questions about their 
familiar world, such as 
where they live, or 
about the natural world 
such as how the seasons 
are changing, the leaves 
are falling off the trees, 
plants dying off ready 
for the winter. 
 
 
Autumn 
Talking about home and 
family, friends Love 
All about me 
Change / Autumn walk  
Role Play – home corner 
 

People, Culture and 
Communities, Past and 
Present: 
Can talk about 
significant events in 
their family and culture. 
Can talk about different 
celebrations and how 
different cultures have 
different ways of 
celebrating.  
Can talk about what 
they have done with 
their families during 
special celebrations in 
the past. 
Talk about how 
Christmas used to be 
celebrated.  
Look at a map of the 
world and discuss 
where some of the 
children come from and 
how they celebrate 
Christmas. 
The Natural World: 
Use ‘The Rainy Day 
Adventure’ to learn 
about the water cycle. 
Talk about the weather 
and how it is getting 
colder.  
Learn about features of 
winter and related 
vocabulary. 
 

 The Natural World: 
Can talk about where 
animals live – on a farm, 
woodland animals, wild 
animals. 
Can name and 
categorise animals. 
Introduce the children 
to how hard it is for 
animals to survive in the 
winter. Think of ways 
we can help – making 
bird feeders to hang in 
the garden. 
 
 People, Culture and 
Communities, Past and 
Present 
Can talk about different 
occupations. Do they 
work outdoors or 
indoors? 
Explore houses, homes 
and building now and in 
the past 
Talk about different 
celebrations around the 
world and find out what 
they do. 
 
Winter  
Significant Events: New 
Year, Chinese New Year,  
Pancake Day,  
Snow and ice Making  
Winter walk 

People, Culture and 
Communities, Past 
and Present: 
Discuss different 
modes of transport. 
Talk about whether 
the children have 
been on a train, a bus 
or an aeroplane. 
Would they want to 
be a bus driver or a 
pilot? What job would 
they like to do in 
relation to transport? 
 Make maps and plans 
of places we would 
like to visit. 
Write and follow 
instructions and 
directions. 
Talk about explorers 
The Natural World: 
Begin to look for signs 
of spring and 
regrowth. 
 
Spring  
Significant Events: 
Easter,  
Mother’s Day 
 Spring walk 
Recognising colours, 
colour mixing 
Exploring different 
materials 

The Natural World: 
Grow beans like 
Jasper did in Jasper’s 
Beanstalk and watch 
them grow. 
Look at different life 
cycles. 
Talk about where our 
food comes from and 
the different things, 
we eat at home due 
to our different 
cultures. 
 Children to 
experience the life 
cycle of a butterfly by 
having caterpillars in 
the classroom. 
People, Culture and 
Communities, Past 
and Present: 
Talk about looking 
after their 
environment by going 
on a litter picking 
excursion around the 
school. 
What can we do to 
look after our 
environment? Use 
video clips and 
images to bring the 
wider world into the 
classroom. 
  
Spring 

People, Culture and 
Communities, Past 
and Present: 
Talk about why it is 
important to eat 
healthily. 
Children to decide 
which foods they 
think are 
healthy/unhealthy. 
Make pictures to 
show their choices 
and discuss. 
Food tasting. 
Children to try 
different foods. Are 
they sweet/sour etc? 
 How have they 
changed over the 
year? What can they 
do now that they 
couldn’t do when 
they first started in 
nursery? 
The Natural World: 
How has the garden 
changed over the 
year. What can they 
remember? 
What does summer 
smell, taste, look 
like? 
Provide materials to 
make dens and have 
opportunities to 
have hands on 



Autumn 
 People who help us and 
keep us safe Significant 
Events: Bonfire night, 
Remembrance, 
Christmas, Birthdays, 
Diwali 

 Rainbows and 
weather  

Significant Events: 
The Queen’s 
Birthday,  
Plants and animals  
How life has changed 

experiences with 
different materials 
from the natural 
world. 
 
 
Summer Significant 
Events: Transition 
Summer walk 

 
EAD 
Main skills 
taught  such as 
specific art 
skill.e.g. self 
portrait using 
paint/mixed 
media.  Process 
art, etc 
 
Creating with 
materials 
Being 
imaginative and 
Expressive 

Educational Programme: 

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s 
personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important 
members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems 
will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this 
extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading 
comprehension 

Creating with Materials: 
Self portrait  
Skill: Looking at 
features, skin tone  
Use Van Gogh as 
inspiration/Artist 
example.  
Being Imaginative and 

Expressive: 

Explores and learns how 
sounds and movements 
can be changed 
Enjoys joining in with 
moving, dancing and 
ring games 
Uses various 
construction materials, 
e.g., joining pieces, 
stacking vertically and 
horizontally, balancing, 

Creating with Materials: 
Shiny collage 
(tin foil, sequins, beads 
and jewels/gems) 
Matisse 

Being Imaginative and 

Expressive: 

Continues to explore 
moving in a range of 
ways, e.g., mirroring, 
creating own movement 
patterns. 
Enjoys joining in with 
moving, dancing and 
ring games. 
Sings familiar songs, 
e.g., pop songs, songs 
from TV programmes, 

Creating with Materials: 
Papier Mache  
Being Imaginative and 

Expressive: 

Continues to explore 
moving in a range of 
ways, e.g., mirroring, 
creating own movement 
patterns. 
Enjoys joining in with 
moving, dancing and 
ring games. 
Sings familiar songs, 
e.g., pop songs, songs 
from TV programmes, 
rhymes, songs from 
home. 
Taps out simple 
repeated rhythms. 
Develops an 
understanding of using 

Creating with 
Materials: 
Salt dough 
Being Imaginative and 

Expressive: 

Explores and learns 
how sounds and 
movements can be 
changed Continues to 
explore moving in a 
range of ways, e.g., 
mirroring, creating 
own movement 
patterns. 
Enjoys joining in with 
moving, dancing and 
ring games. 
 
Continues to explore 
colour and how 

Creating with 
Materials: 
Colours and colour 
mixing with different 
mediums (shaving 
foam and food 
colouring, play 
dough, paint) 
 
Being Imaginative and 

Expressive: 

Taps out simple 
repeated rhythms. 
Develops an 
understanding of how 
to create and use 
sounds intentionally 
Continues to explore 
colour and how 
colours can be 
changed. 

Creating with 
Materials: 
Making 
paintbrushes (sticks, 
leaves, feathers, 
string) 
Painting a summer 
landscape.  Continue
s to explore colour 
and how colours can 
be changed. 
 
Being Imaginative and 

Expressive: 

Familiar songs, e.g., 
pop songs, songs 
from TV 
programmes, 
rhymes, songs from 
home. 



making enclosures and 
creating spaces. 
Uses tools for a purpose 
Uses movement and 
sounds to express 
experiences, expertise, 
ideas and feelings. 
Experiments and 
creates movement in 
response to music, 
stories and ideas. 
Engages in imaginative 
play based on own ideas 
or first-hand or peer 
experiences. 
Uses available resources 
to create props or 
creates imaginary ones 
to support play. 

rhymes, songs from 
home. 
Taps out simple 
repeated rhythms. 
Develops an 
understanding of how 
to create and use 
sounds intentionally. 
Uses various 
construction materials, 
e.g., joining pieces, 
stacking vertically and 
horizontally, balancing, 
making enclosures and 
creating spaces 
 Uses tools for a 
purpose Notices what 
other children and 
adults do, mirroring 
what is observed, 
adding variations and 
then doing it 
spontaneously. Engages 
in imaginative play 
based on own ideas or 
first-hand or peer 
experiences. 
Plays alongside other 
children who are 
engaged in the same 
theme 
 
 
 

lines to enclose a space, 
and begins to use 
drawing to represent 
actions and objects 
based on imagination, 
observation and 
experience 
Uses various 
construction materials, 
e.g., joining pieces, 
stacking vertically and 
horizontally, 
balancing, making 
enclosures and creating 
spaces uses tools for a 
purpose. 
Notices what other 
children and adults do, 
mirroring what is 
observed, adding 
variations and then 
doing it spontaneously 
Engages in imaginative 
play based on own ideas 
or first-hand or peer 
experiences. 
Uses available resources 
to create props or 
creates imaginary ones 
to support play. 
Plays alongside other 
children who are 
engaged in the same 
theme. 
 
 

colours can be 
changed. 
Develops an 
understanding of 
using lines to enclose 
a space, and begins to 
use drawing to 
represent actions and 
objects based on 
imagination, 
observation and 
experience 
Uses various 
construction 
materials, e.g., joining 
pieces, stacking 
vertically and 
horizontally, 
balancing, making 
enclosures and 
creating spaces 
Uses tools for a 
purpose. 
Uses movement and 
sounds to express 
experiences, 
expertise, ideas and 
feelings. 
Experiments and 
creates movement in 
response to music, 
stories and ideas. 
Sings to self and 
makes up simple 
songs. 
Creates sounds, 
movements, drawings 
to accompany stories. 

Develops an 
understanding of 
using lines to enclose 
a space, and begins 
to use drawing 
to represent actions 
and objects based on 
imagination, 
observation and 
experience. 
Uses various 
construction 
materials, e.g., 
joining 
pieces, stacking 
vertically and 
horizontally, 
balancing, making 
enclosures and 
creating spaces. 
Uses tools for a 
purpose. 
Uses movement and 
sounds to express 
experiences, 
expertise, ideas and 
feelings. 
Experiments and 
creates movement in 
response to music, 
stories and ideas 
Sings to self and 
makes up simple 
songs. 
Notices what other 
children and adults 
do, mirroring what is 
observed, adding 

Taps out simple 
repeated rhythms. 
Develops an 
understanding of 
how to create and 
use sounds 
intentionally. 
Develops an 
understanding of 
using lines to 
enclose a space and 
begins to use 
drawing to represent 
actions and objects 
based on 
imagination, 
observation and 
experience. 
Uses various 
construction 
materials, e.g., 
joining pieces, 
stacking vertically 
and horizontally, 
balancing, making 
enclosures and 
creating spaces. 
Uses tools for a 
purpose. 
Uses movement and 
sounds to express 
experiences, 
expertise, ideas and 
feelings. 
Creates sounds, 
movements, 
drawings to 
accompany stories. 



Notices what other 
children and adults do, 
mirroring what is 
observed, adding 
variations and then 
doing it 
spontaneously. 
Engages in imaginative 
play based on own 
ideas or first-hand or 
peer experiences. 
Uses available 
resources to create 
props or creates 
imaginary ones to 
support play. 
Plays alongside other 
children who are 
engaged in the same 
theme. 

variations and then 
doing it 
spontaneously 
Engages in 
imaginative play 
based on own ideas 
or first-hand or peer 
experiences. 
Uses available 
resources to create 
props or creates 
imaginary ones to 
support play. 
Plays alongside other 
children who are 
engaged in the same 
theme. 

Notices what other 
children and adults 
do, mirroring what is 
observed, adding 
variations and 
then doing it 
spontaneously. 
Engages in 
imaginative play 
based on own ideas 
or first-hand or peer 
experiences. 
Uses available 
resources to create 
props or creates 
imaginary ones to 
support play. 
Plays alongside 
other children who 
are engaged in 
the same theme. 

 

 


