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English 
reading 

Class story:   
Alex Sparrow and the really big stink by 
Jennifer Killick  

 

Word Reading: 

• Confidently apply their growing 

knowledge of root words, prefixes 

and suffixes, both to read aloud and 

to understand the meaning of new 

words they meet.  

• Read most exception words, noting 

the unusual correspondences 

between spelling and sound, and 

where these occur in the word. 

Word meaning: 

• Use dictionaries, with increasing 

accuracy, to check the meaning of 

words that they have read.  

Range of reading: 

• Listen to, discuss and express views 

about a wide range of fiction, poetry, 

plays, non-fiction and reference 

books or textbooks. Read books that 

are structured in different ways and 

read for a wide range of purposes. 

Familiarity with texts: 

• Confidently explore a wide range of 

books, including fairy stories, myths 

and legends, and retell some of these 

orally. Confidently identify themes 

and conventions in a growing range 

of books.  

Discuss reading: 

• Participate in discussions about both 

books that are read to them and 

those they can read for themselves, 

taking turns and listening to what 

others say. Explain and discuss their 

understanding of a variety of texts.   

Poetry: 

• Confidently explore a wide range of 

books, including fairy stories, myths 

and legends, and retell some of these 

Class story:  
 Beetle Boy by M.G. Leonard  

 

 

Word Reading: 

• Confidently apply their growing 

knowledge of root words, prefixes and 

suffixes, both to read aloud and to 

understand the meaning of new words 

they meet.  

• Read most exception words, noting the 

unusual correspondences between 

spelling and sound, and where these 

occur in the word. 

Word meaning: 

• Use dictionaries, with increasing 

accuracy, to check the meaning of 

words that they have read.  

Range of reading: 

• Listen to, discuss and express views 

about a wide range of fiction, poetry, 

plays, non-fiction and reference books 

or textbooks. Read books that are 

structured in different ways and read 

for a wide range of purposes. 

Familiarity with texts: 

• Confidently explore a wide range of 

books, including fairy stories, myths and 

legends, and retell some of these orally. 

Confidently identify themes and 

conventions in a growing range of 

books.  

Discuss reading: 

• Participate in discussions about both 

books that are read to them and those 

they can read for themselves, taking 

turns and listening to what others say. 

Explain and discuss their understanding 

of a variety of texts.   

Poetry: 

• Confidently explore a wide range of 

books, including fairy stories, myths and 

legends, and retell some of these orally. 
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orally. Confidently identify themes 

and conventions in a growing range 

of books.  

    

Non- fiction: 

• Participate in discussions about both 

books that are read to them and 

those they can read for themselves, 

taking turns and listening to what 

others say. Explain and discuss their 

understanding of a variety of texts.   

Understanding: 

• Check that the text makes sense to 

them.  

• Discuss their understanding and 

explain the meaning of words in 

context drawing upon their wider 

reading and understanding of 

vocabulary to support this.  

• Ask and answer questions to improve 

their understanding of a text.  

• Identify main ideas drawn from more 

than one paragraph and summarise 

these. 

Inference: 

• More confidently draw inferences 

such as inferring characters’ feelings, 

thoughts and motives from their 

actions, and consistently justify 

inferences with evidence. 

Prediction: 

• Confidently, and with increased 

independence, predict what might 

happen from details stated and 

implied. 

Authorial intent: 

• Identify and discuss words and 

phrases that capture the reader’s 

interest and imagination. Identify 

Confidently identify themes and 

conventions in a growing range of 

books.  

    

Non- fiction: 

• Participate in discussions about both 

books that are read to them and those 

they can read for themselves, taking 

turns and listening to what others say. 

Explain and discuss their understanding 

of a variety of texts.   

Understanding: 

• Check that the text makes sense to 

them.  

• Discuss their understanding and explain 

the meaning of words in context 

drawing upon their wider reading and 

understanding of vocabulary to support 

this.  

• Ask and answer questions to improve 

their understanding of a text.  

• Identify main ideas drawn from more 

than one paragraph and summarise 

these. 

Inference: 

• More confidently draw inferences such 

as inferring characters’ feelings, 

thoughts and motives from their 

actions, and consistently justify 

inferences with evidence. 

Prediction: 

• Confidently, and with increased 

independence, predict what might 

happen from details stated and implied. 

Authorial intent: 

• Identify and discuss words and phrases 

that capture the reader’s interest and 

imagination. Identify how language, 

structure, and presentation contribute 

to meaning. 
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how language, structure, and 

presentation contribute to meaning. 
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English 
writing 

Writing to Inform 

• Earthquakes (Non- chronological report)  

• Nikola Tesla - biography  
 

 
• To write a range of narratives using 
an appropriate structure.   
• To create detailed settings, 
characters and plot in narratives.   
• To always maintain the correct tense 
throughout.   
• To always use correct Standard 
English verb inflections accurately   
• Choose appropriate nouns and 
pronouns to avoid repetition.    
• To use subordinate clauses with a 
wider range of conjunctions.   
• To expand noun phrases with the 
addition of ambitious vocabulary and 
prepositional phrases.   
• To build up a rich vocabulary and an 
increasing range of sentence structures.   
• To accurately punctuate direct 
speech including: A comma after the 
reporting clause and the punctuation within 
the inverted commas.  
• To use apostrophes for singular and 
plural possession.   
• To introduce fronted adverbials.   
 

 

Grammatical terminology for Year 4:  

 

Consolidate: sentence, full stops, capital 

letter, question mark, exclamation mark, 

bullet points, singular, plural, adjective, verb, 

conjunction, alliteration, simile (like/as), 

apostrophes for possession and contraction, 

commas for description, inverted commas, 

suffix, verb/adverb, statement, question, 

exclamation, command, tense (past, present, 

future), noun phrases.  

 

Introduce: determiner, pronoun, possessive 

pronoun, adverbial, apostrophe for plural 

possession.   

 

 

Writing to Persuade 

• Sicily Holiday Brochure – persuasive write.  

• An alternative to plastic straws – Stroodles. 

Persuasive advert. 
 

• To write a range of non fiction pieces 
using a consistent and appropriate structure.  
• Use bullet points to organise ideas.   
• To read aloud their own writing to the 
group or the class using the appropriate 
intonation.   
• To consistently organise their writing 
into paragraphs around a theme to add 
cohesion.   
• To proofread consistently and amend 
their own and others writing.   
• Choose appropriate nouns and 
pronouns to avoid repetition.    
• To always maintain the correct tense 
throughout a piece of writing.  
• To use subordinate clauses with a wider 
range of conjunctions.   
• To introduce dashes for emphasis.   
• Introduce relative clauses.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grammatical terminology for Year 4:  

 

Consolidate: sentence, full stops, capital letter, 

question mark, exclamation mark, bullet points, 

singular, plural, adjective, verb, conjunction, 

alliteration, simile (like/as), apostrophes for 

possession and contraction, commas for 

description, inverted commas, suffix, 

verb/adverb, statement, question, exclamation, 

command, tense (past, present, future), noun 

phrases.  

 

Introduce: determiner, pronoun, possessive 

pronoun, adverbial, apostrophe for plural 

possession.   
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Spelling 

Book 4: Year 4  
Week 1/2: Unit 6: Words with the ‘ay’ sound 
spelt ‘eigh, ei,ey’  
Week 3:Consolidation 3: Dictation, choose 
the right word, spelling revision.   
Week 4/5: Unit 7: Words ending in ‘-ous’  
Week 6: Unit 8: Words with the ‘s’ sound 
spelt ‘sc’  
 

Spelling 

Book 4: Year 4  
Week 1/2: Special focus 3: Possessive 
apostrophes.   
Week 3/4: Unit 9: Words ending with the ‘zhun’ 
sound spelt ‘sion’  
Week 5/6: Consolidation 4: Dictation and 
choose the right word.   
 



Year 4 Termly Overview                                                                   
Spring term 2023 

Maths 
Multiplication and division 

·count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1 000 • 

recall multiplication and division facts for 

multiplication tables up to 12 × 12  

• use place value, known and derived facts to 

multiply and divide mentally, including 

multiplying by 0 and 1; dividing by 1; 

multiplying together three numbers 

 • recognise and use factor pairs and 

commutativity in mental calculations • 

multiply two-digit and three-digit numbers by 

a one-digit number using formal written 

layout  

· recognise and use factor pairs and 

commutativity in mental calculations • solve 

problems involving multiplying and adding, 

including using the distributive law to 

multiply two digit numbers by one digit, 

integer scaling problems and harder 

correspondence problems such as n objects 

are connected to m objects 

• estimate and use inverse operations to 

check answers to a calculation 

 
Area 
Find the area of rectilinear shapes by 
counting squares. 
 
Fractions 
count up and down in hundredths  

• recognise that hundredths arise when 

dividing an object by one hundred and 

dividing tenths by ten 

• recognise and show, using diagrams, 

families of common equivalent fractions  

 • add and subtract fractions with the same 

denominator  

• find the effect of dividing a one- or two-

digit number by 10 and 100, identifying the 

value of the digits in the answer as ones, 

tenths and hundredths 

 • solve problems involving increasingly 

harder fractions to calculate quantities, and 

fractions to divide quantities, including non-

unit fractions where the answer is a whole 

number  

Fractions 
count up and down in hundredths  

• recognise that hundredths arise when dividing 

an object by one hundred and dividing tenths 

by ten 

 • recognise and show, using diagrams, families 

of common equivalent fractions  

 • add and subtract fractions with the same 

denominator  

• find the effect of dividing a one- or two-digit 

number by 10 and 100, identifying the value of 

the digits in the answer as ones, tenths and 

hundredths 

 • solve problems involving increasingly harder 

fractions to calculate quantities, and fractions 

to divide quantities, including non-unit fractions 

where the answer is a whole number  

 

 
Decimals 

• compare numbers with the same number of 

decimal places up to two decimal places • 

round decimals with one decimal place to the 

nearest whole number 

• recognise and write decimal equivalents of 

any number of tenths or hundredths 

• recognise and write decimal equivalents to 1 / 

4 ; 1 / 2 ; 3 / 4 

• solve simple measure and money problems 

involving fractions and decimals to two decimal 

places. 
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Science 
Food and digestion 

• Describe the simple functions of the basic 

parts of the digestive system in humans  

• Identify the different types of teeth in 

humans and their simple functions 

Electricity 
 

• identify common appliances that run on 
electricity  

• construct a simple series electrical 
circuit, identifying and naming its basic 
parts, including cells, wires, bulbs, 
switches and buzzers  

• identify whether or not a lamp will light 
in a simple series circuit, based on 
whether or not the lamp is part of a 
complete loop with a battery  

• recognise that a switch opens and 
closes a circuit and associate this with 
whether or not a lamp lights in a simple 
series circuit  

• recognise some common conductors 
and insulators, and associate metals 
with being good conductors 
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PE 
Dodgeball 

• To catch with increasing consistency. 

• To communicate with teammates to 
apply simple tactics. 

• To provide feedback using key 
terminology and understand what is 
needed to improve. 

• To return to the ready position to 
defend. 

• To throw with some accuracy at a 
target. 

• To share ideas and work with others 
to manage the game. 

• To understand the rules of the game 
and to use them often and honestly. 

 
Hockey 

• To delay an opponent and help to 
prevent the other team from scoring. 

• To dribble, pass, receive and shoot 
the ball with increasing control. 

• To move to a space to help the team 
to keep possession and score goals. 

• To provide feedback using key 
terminology and understand what is 
needed to improve. 

• To use simple tactics to help the 
team score or gain possession. 

• To share ideas and work with others 
to manage the game. 

• To understand the rules of the game 
and to use them often and honestly. 

 

OAA 

• To accurately follow and give 
instructions. 

• To confidently communicate ideas and 
listen to others. 

• To identify key symbols on a map and 
use a key to help navigate around a 
grid. 

• To plan and apply strategies to solve 
problems. 

• To reflect on when and why I was 
successful at solving challenges. 

• To work collaboratively and effectively 
with a partner and a small group. 

 
Dance 

• To choose actions and dynamics to 
convey a character or idea. 

• To copy and remember set 
choreography. 

• To provide feedback using appropriate 
language relating to the lesson. 

• To respond imaginatively to a range of 
stimuli relating to character and 
narrative. 

• To use changes in timing and spacing to 
develop a dance. 

• To use counts to keep in time with 
others and the music. 

• To use simple movement patterns to 
structure dance phrases independently, 
with a partner and in a group. 

• To show respect for others when 
working as a group and watching others 
perform. 

 



Year 4 Termly Overview                                                                   
Spring term 2023 

Subject Spring 1 Spring 2 

History 
Ancient Greece  
 

• To understand that Athens was a 
democracy.  

• To know that the Ancient Greeks 
worshipped many gods. 

• To know that Ancient Greeks 
myths/stories are still read today.  

• To know the city-states came 
together to compete in the Ancient 
Greek Olympic Games.  

• To know that the Ancient Greeks left 
a legacy that influences how we live 
and learn today.  

 

No history taught in Spring 2. 

Geography 
No Geography taught in Spring 1. Spatial Sense 

 
• name and locate counties and cities of the 
United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical characteristics, 
key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use 
patterns; and understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time  
• identify the position and significance of 
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic 
Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time 
zones (including day and night)  
• use the eight points of a compass, four and 
six-figure grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to 
build their knowledge of the United Kingdom 
and the wider world 
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PSHEE 
Being My Best 
 

• Identify ways in which everyone is 
unique.  

• Appreciate their own uniqueness.  
• Recognise that there are times when 

they will make the same choices as 
their friends and times when they will 
choose differently.  

• Give examples of choices they make 
for themselves and choices others 
make for them.   

• Recognise that there are times when 
they will make the same choices as 
their friends and times when they will 
choose differently.  

• Understand that the body gets 
energy from food, water and oxygen 
and that exercise and sleep are 
important to our health.  

• Plan a menu which gives a healthy 
balanced of foods from across the 
food groups on the Eatwell Guide 
(formerly Eatwell Plate).  

• Understand the ways in which they 
can contribute to the care of the 
environment (using some or all of the 
seven Rs).  

• Suggest ways the Seven Rs recycling 
methods can be applied to different 
scenarios.  

• Define what is meant by the word 
'community'.   

• Suggest ways in which different 
people support the school 
community.  

• Identify qualities and attributes of 
people who support the school 
community.  

• British Red Cross resource Life. Live 
it.  
 

Rights and Respect 
 

• Explain how different people in the 
school and local community help them 
stay healthy and safe.  

• Define what is meant by 'being 
responsible'.  

• Describe the various responsibilities of 
those who help them stay healthy and 
safe.   

• Suggest ways they can help the people 
who keep them healthy and safe.  

• Understand that humans have rights 
and also responsibilities.  

• Identify some rights and also 
responsibilities that come with these.  

• Understand the reason we have rules.   
• Suggest and engage with ways that they 

can contribute to the decision-making 
process in school (e.g. through pupil 
voice/school council);   

• Recognise that everyone can make a 
difference within a democratic process.  

• Define the word influence.  
• Recognise that reports in the media can 

influence the way they think about an 
topic.  

• Form and present their own opinions 
based on factual information and 
express or present these in a respectful 
and courteous manner.  

• Explain the role of the bystander and 
how it can influence bullying or other 
anti-social behaviour.  

• Recognise that they can play a role in 
influencing outcomes of situations by 
their actions. 

• Define the terms 'income' and 
'expenditure'.  

• List some of the items and services of 
expenditure in the school and in the 
home.  

• Prioritise items of expenditure in the 
home from most essential to least 
essential.  

• Explain what is meant by the terms 
'income tax', 'National Insurance' and 
'VAT'.  
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• Understand how a payslip is laid out 

showing both pay and deductions.  
• Prioritise public services from most 

essential to least essential.  
• Understand some of the ways that 

various national and international 
environmental organisations work to 
help take care of the environment.  

• Understand and explain the value of 
this work.  
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RE 
Why is praying important to Christians? 

• Jesus taught people how to pray 

using the model of the Lord’s Prayer   

• there are important Christian beliefs 

contained within the Lord’s Prayer   

• this prayer is prayed in Christian 

communities all over the world   

• there are different versions of the 

Lord’s Prayer to help people to 

understand it better  

• the Lord’s Prayer helps many 

Christians to live their everyday lives 

 

Is Christian worship the same around the 

world? 

• Christianity is a worldwide religion  

• festivals are celebrated across the 

world, but may have different 

cultural traditions  

• Christian worship, through art, music 

ritual and festival, varies throughout 

the world 

• all Christians have a set of core 

beliefs that are expressed within a 

cultural context   

• the cross is an important symbol for 

all Christians   

• in some countries, Christians are 

forbidden to gather for public 

worship 

 

Is Christian worship the same around the 

world? 

• Christianity is a worldwide religion  

• festivals are celebrated across the 

world, but may have different cultural 

traditions  

• Christian worship, through art, music 

ritual and festival, varies throughout 

the world 

• all Christians have a set of core beliefs 

that are expressed within a cultural 

context   

• the cross is an important symbol for all 

Christians   

• in some countries, Christians are 

forbidden to gather for public worship 

 

How does Lent help Christians prepare for 

Easter? 

• the story of Jesus in the desert and its 

significance at Lent for Christians  

• Lent is a time of preparation for 

Christians   

• Christians mark Lent in different ways   

• Ash Wednesday is a time for Christians 

to seek God’s forgiveness  

• the significance of the symbols and 

rituals used during Lent 
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Art 
Artist : Umberto Boccioni 

• Demonstrate increasing control over 
the types of marks made and 
experiment with different effects and 
textures including blocking in colour, 
washes, thickened paint creating 
textural effects. 

• Start to develop a painting from a 
drawing. 

• Begin to choose appropriate media to 
work with. 

• Use light and dark within painting 
and show understanding of 
complimentary colours. 

• Mix colour, shades and tones with 
increasing confidence. Use 
sketchbooks to collect and record 
visual information from different 
sources as well as planning, trying out 
ideas, plan colours and collect source 
material for future works. 

• Start to look at working in the style of 
a selected artist (not copying). 

No art taught in Spring 2 
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DT 
No DT taught in Spring 1 Projects on a Page  

Electrical Systems  
Simple circuits and Switches (including 

programming and control)  
Reading light  

 
Prior learning  
• Constructed a simple series electrical circuit in 
science, using bulbs, switches and buzzers.  
• Cut and joined a variety of construction 
materials, such as wood, card, plastic, reclaimed 
materials and glue.  
 
Designing  
• Gather information about needs and wants, 
and develop design criteria to inform the design 
of products that are fit for purpose, aimed at 
particular individuals or groups.  
• Generate, develop, model and communicate 
realistic ideas through discussion and, as 
appropriate, annotated sketches, cross-
sectional and exploded diagrams.  
 
Making  
• Order the main stages of making.  
• Select from and use tools and equipment to 
cut, shape, join and finish with some accuracy.  
• Select from and use materials and 
components, including construction materials 
and electrical components according to their 
functional properties and aesthetic qualities.  
 
Evaluating  
• Investigate and analyse a range of existing 
battery-powered products.  
• Evaluate their ideas and products against their 
own design criteria and identify the strengths 
and areas for improvement in their work. 
Technical knowledge and understanding  

• Understand and use electrical systems in their 
products, such as series circuits incorporating 
switches, bulbs and buzzers.  
• Apply their understanding of computing to 
program and control their products.  
• Know and use technical vocabulary relevant 
to the project. 
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Music 
Topics 

Charanga: Stop  

Lean on Me  

Performance 

• To perform a simple part 
rhythmically.  

• To sing songs from memory with 
accurate pitch.  

• To improvise using repeated 
patterns.  

Composing 

(including notation) 

• To use notations to record and 
interpret  

sequences of pitches.  

• To use standard  

notation.  

• To use notations to record 
compositions in a small group or on 
their own.  

Assessment 

• To explain the place of  

silence and say what effect it has.  

• To start to identify the character of a 
piece of music.  

• To describe and identify the different 
purposes of music.  

Music Technology 

• To understand the how music is 
created through technology. 

Topics 

Charanga: Stop  

Lean on Me  

Performance 

• To perform a simple part rhythmically.  

• To sing songs from memory with 
accurate pitch.  

• To improvise using repeated patterns.  

 

Composing 
(including notation) 

• To use notations to record and 
interpret  

sequences of pitches.  

• To use standard  

notation.  

• To use notations to record 
compositions in a small group or on 
their own.  

Assessment 

• To explain the place of  

silence and say what effect it has.  

• To start to identify the character of a 
piece of music.  

• To describe and identify the different 
purposes of music.  

Music Technology 

• To understand the how music is created 
through technology. 
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• To create a music track using one 

instrument. 
• To create a music track using one 

instrument. 
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Computing Espresso Coding 

Level 4 

Introduction to variables 

- To understand how a variable can be used 

to keep track of the score in a game. 

- To use variables to keep track of the score in 

a game that uses conditional events. 

- To use a variable to keep track of the score 

in a game that uses conditional events. 

- To learn how to use multiple different 

variables and to set the value of a variable. 

- To use a variable to keep track of the score 

in a game where the score increases, 

decreases or  

resets when different conditions are met. 

 
 
 

Creating media – Photo editing 

 

-To explain that the composition of digital 

images can be changed 

-To explain that colours can be changed in 

digital images 

-To explain how cloning can be used in photo 

editing 

-To explain that images can be combined 

-To combine images for a purpose 

-To evaluate how changes can improve an 

image 

 

Latin 
Present tense verbs 

• To understand what a verb is. 

• To see how Latin shows who is doing 
the verb by using ‘codes’. 

• To rehearse Latin verb endings and 
translate various Latin verbs. 

• To understand the meaning or Greek 
roots in English compound words. 

• To rehearse Latin verb endings and 
translate various Latin verbs. 

• To learn about some major Greek 
gods. 

 

 

 Verbs and adverbs 

• To rehearse Latin verb endings and 
translate various Latin verbs. 

• To make a Roman mosaic. 

• To understand the role of adverbs in 
English and Latin. 

• To make a replica Latin curse (or 
blessing) tablet. 

 

Trips and 
visits 

• To be confirmed • To be confirmed 

 


